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MORNING PRAYER 
 

WE GATHER AS THE BODY OF CHRIST IN THIS PLACE 
   

 

We acknowledge with gratitude and humility that St. John’s is located 

on land that is traditional territory of the Coast Salish People.  We are 

grateful for the heritage of the Tsleil-Waututh, Squamish, Kwikwetlem, 

and Musqueam Nations. We in the Diocese of New Westminster 

continue to search and pray with Indigenous brothers, sisters, and 

friends for truth, justice, and reconciliation. 

 

Welcome and Announcements  
 

 

Opening Hymn (10am service): 

CP # 89 “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” (verses 1, 5, 7) 

 

O come, O come, Emmanuel,  

and ransom captive Israel 

that mourns in lonely exile here 

until the Son of God appear. 

 

 Refrain:  Rejoice! Rejoice! 

     Emmanuel shall come to you, O Israel 

 

O come, O Key of David, come, 

and open wide our heavenly home; 

make safe the way that leads on high, 

and close the path to misery. 

 

 Refrain 

 

O come, Desire of nations, bind, 

in one the hearts of humankind; 

O bid our bitter conflict cease, 

and be for us our Prince of Peace. 

 

 Refrain 
Text: Latin; tr. John Neale, alt. 
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Opening Sentences 

Officiant:   Restore us, O Lord God of hosts; 

People:  Show the light of your countenance,  

and we shall be saved. 

Officiant: Will you not give us life again, 

People:   That your people may rejoice in you? 

Officiant: Show us your mercy, O Lord, 

People:   And grant us your salvation. 

Officiant: Blessed is the King who comes in the name of the Lord! 

People:   Peace in heaven and glory in the highest. 

 

Officiant: As we gather on the ancestral lands of the Coast Salish  

 Nations, let us pray that the Spirit’s reconciling love   

 will be with us. 

~ Silence ~ 
 

 

Lighting of the First Advent Candle: Hope          

 

Call to Worship 

Leader: Can one be homesick for something you’ve never known?  

People: We are homesick for a just world, for peace like 

   rivers, for the end of suffering.  

Leader: Yes, we are homesick— 

People: for joy that is contagious, for nations that feel like  

   neighbours, and for hospitals that run empty.  

Leader: We are homesick for the world God promises.  

People: We are homesick, but we are on our way.  

Leader: God is here. God is still creating. 

People: Let us worship Holy God. 

 

Candle Lighting Liturgy 

A: We hope for a world where all are fed.  

B: We hope for a world with more bridges than walls.  

A: We hope for a world with wide open doors.  

B: We hope for a world with contagious laughter.  

A: We hope for a world where trees grow tall and creeks run clean.  

B: We hope for a world where all people feel at home—in their 

bodies, in the church, in their physical homes.  
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A: We hope for that world.  

B: We long for that world.  

A: We are homesick for that world.  

B: So today we light the candle of hope, because hope keeps our 

hearts alive as we wait. 

A: May this light be a reminder that the wait is always worth it.  

B: We are close to home. May we carry hope with us. Amen. 

 

Prayer for Illumination 

God of the stars and God of our hearts—our days will pass but your 

words will last. The earth might fade but your words will last. Our 

memories might blur but your words will last. The grass will wither but 

your words will last. The sky could go dark and your words would last. 

So as we listen today, help us to hold onto what will last. Help us hold 

onto you. Gratefully we pray, amen. 

 

 

The Invitatory Psalm: Psalm 24  

         

  People: The kingdom of God is at hand: O come, let us worship. 

 

The earth is the Lord’s and all that is in it, * 

  the world and all who dwell therein. 

For it is God who founded it upon the seas * 

  and made it firm upon the rivers of the deep. 

“Who can ascend the hill of the Lord * 

  and who can stand in the holy place of God?” 

“Those who have clean hands and a pure heart, * 

  who have not pledged themselves to falsehood, 

  nor sworn by what is a fraud. 

They shall receive a blessing from the Lord * 

  and a just reward from the God of their salvation.” 

Such is the generation of those who seek you, * 

  of those who seek your face, O God of Jacob. 

 

Lift up your heads, O gates; lift them high, O everlasting doors; * 

  and the One who reigns in glory shall come in. 

“Who is this glorious One?” * 

  “The Lord, strong and mighty, the Lord, mighty in battle.” 
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Lift up your heads, O gates; lift them high, O everlasting doors; * 

  and the One who reigns in glory shall come in. 

 “Who is this glorious One?”* 

  “The Lord of hosts, the Lord who reigns in glory.” 
 

 People: The kingdom of God is at hand: O come, let us worship. 
 

 

Children’s Talk (10am service) – The Rev. Vivian Lam  
 

 

Psalm 25:1-9 (said by all responsively) 

1 To you, O Lord, I lift up my soul; my God, I put my trust in you;* 

  let me not be humiliated, nor let my enemies triumph over  

  me. 
 

2 Let none who look to you be put to shame; * 

  let the treacherous be disappointed in their schemes. 
 

3 Show me your ways, O Lord, * 

  and teach me your paths. 
 

4 Lead me in your truth and teach me, *  

  for you are the God of my salvation; in you have I trusted  

  all the day long. 
 

5 Remember, O Lord, your compassion and love, * 

  for they are from everlasting. 
 

6 Remember not the sins of my youth and my transgressions; * 

  remember me according to your love and for the sake of  

  your goodness, O Lord. 
 

7 Gracious and upright are you, O Lord; * 

  therefore you teach sinners in your way. 
 

8 You guide the humble in doing right * 

  and teach your way to the lowly. 

 

9 O Lord, all your paths are love and faithfulness * 

  to those who keep your covenant and your testimonies. 
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First Scripture Reading:  

Jeremiah 33:14-16 

 

 

Second Scripture Reading: 

1 Thessalonians 3:9-13 

 

 

The Gospel 

Deacon: The Good News of Jesus Christ according to Luke. 

People: Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

The Gospel: Luke 21:25-36 

Deacon: The Good News of Christ!  

People: Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

 

Reflection on the Word:  The Rev. Vivian Lam 

  

~ Silence ~ 

 

Hymn (10am service): 

CP # 114 “Lo, He Comes with Clouds Descending” (verses 1-3) 

 

Lo, he comes with clouds descending, once for favoured sinners slain; 

thousand thousand saints attending swell the triumph of his train: 

hallelujah, hallelujah, hallelujah! 

God appears on earth to reign. 

 

Every eye shall now behold him, robed in dreadful majesty; 

all who set at nought and sold him, pierced, and nailed him to the tree, 

deeply grieving, deeply grieving, deeply grieving, 

shall the true Messiah see. 

 

Now redemption, long expected, see in solemn pomp appear; 

all his saints, on earth rejected, thrill the trumpet sound to hear: 

hallelujah, hallelujah, hallelujah! 

See the day of God appear! 
 

Text: John Cennick, Charles Wesley, Martin Madan, alt. 
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The Apostles’ Creed  (said by all) 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived 

by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary. He 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. 

He descended to the dead. 
 

On the third day he rose again. He ascended into heaven, and is 

seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again to judge 

the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the 

communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the 

body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

 

The Prayers of the People  

 

 

Collect of the Day:  

Almighty God, give us grace to cast away the works of darkness and 

put on the armour of light, now in the time of this mortal life in which 

your Son Jesus Christ came to us in great humility, that on the last day, 

when he shall come again in his glorious majesty to judge both the 

living and the dead, we may rise to the life immortal; through him who 

lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for 

ever. 

All: Amen. 

 

 

The Lord’s Prayer              (said by all) 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom 

come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our 

daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin 

against us. Save us from the time of trial, and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and 

forever.  Amen. 
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Closing Hymn (10am service):     

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Text & Music: Bernadett Farrell  

© 1993 Bernadett Farrell, admin. OCP Publications All rights reserved.   

Reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-720817. 
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Dismissal                     

 People:  Thanks be to God.  
 

All: May the God of peace enable us to do his will in every 

kind of goodness, working in us what pleases him, 

through Jesus Christ, to whom be the glory for ever 

and ever. Amen. 

 

 

 

 

Thank you to those who assisted with the Service today: 

 

Candle Lighting: Sophie & Emily 

Reader: Matthew Savage 

Intercessor: Debora Jones-Akiyama 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Advent Candle Lighting Prayers  

(Call to Worship, Candle Lighting Liturgy, Prayer for Illumination)  

are from liturgy by Sarah (Are) Speed   

A Sanctified Art LLC | sanctifiedart.org 

 

 

Cover Art (Inspired by Luke 21:25-36): 

“Awake to Wonder” by Lisle Gwynn Garrity  

A Sanctified Art LLC | sanctifiedart.org 

 

 


